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1.0 MANAGER UPDATE 

MANAGER’S SUMMARY AUGUST 2021 

 We have begun our annual teacher and para negotiations for this calendar year.  We look 
forward to a positive and productive conversation as we move forward in the process.   

 We have been working diligently to work through our bus shortage issue.  I am extremely 
grateful for our community partners who have rallied behind us and offered help and 
support.  We currently have 8 pastors who are driving students to and from school.  We 
also have worked closely with the city and we have 4 city buses that are helping transport 
our high school students to and from school as well.   We have been told by our vendor, 
that they hope to have 4 more bus drivers within the next few weeks to help alleviate the 
bus situation.  This has definitely been hard not only on our parents and students, but on 
our district as a whole. 

 After a student exited one of our buses, he was shot by another student.  The student has 
been apprehended and is in custody.  We have tightened our security measures at the high 
school and have been doing regular security sweeps of all the students.  We have been 
working closely with the local police department as well as the Sherriff’s department.   

 We have 17 new teachers enrolled in the IUN cohort this fall.  The administration at IUN 
recently met with us and is starting a new cohort to certify special education teachers this 
year as well to help us in being proactive in getting our special education teachers certified 
in light of the new changes coming to the EP requirements for those teachers.   

 Our district was awarded the 21st century learning grant.  We were awarded $1.2 million 
for the next 4 years.  We have partnered with the YMCA to help service students after 
school.  This will be for programs such as clubs, entrepreneur opportunities, etc. for up to 
100 middle and high school students per year. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ) FOR AUGUST 2021 

1. When Does School Start For Beveridge Elementary School?  

August 10th. Please contact your school for specific details and information is also posted on 
our website at Garyschools.org. Thanks for your inquiry.  

 2. How do I set it up skyward? 

Here is a link to the Skyward tutorial to help you get 
started: https://www.garycsc.k12.in.us/skyward/  

 
3. Can the children stay virtual?  

This school year will be in-person instruction. Virtual options will be granted on a case-by-case 
basis for students with health conditions that prohibit their attendance in person. Please 
contact your child’s home school to apply for the virtual option. 

 4. When will the bus transportation schedule be out for the school year?  

The bus schedules are posted and updated on our website. Visit www.GarySchools.org  and 
click transportation. 

 
5. What color uniforms do Bailly 8th grader wear?  

Maroon top with tan pants. 

6. Who is the superintendent of Gary Community Schools?  

Dr. Paige McNulty is the Manager of the Gary Community School Corporation.  

7.  Will buses be running an hour late on Wednesday for late start Wednesday?  

Yes, they will. Please visit www.GarySchools.org  and click transportation for any bus schedule 
updates. 

 
8. Are the tablets for everyone or just for Bethune?  

The tablets were distributed to our Bethune students only. Other grades have access to 
Chromebooks.   

9. Are there lunch menus available for the elementary?  

Yes. School menus are posted on our website at https://www.garycsc.k12.in.us/food-services/ 
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CURRICULUM REPORT FOR JUNE 2021 

The current school year has begun.  We are excited to be in person because we believe that 
students learn best in person though we will always prioritize safety.  

 Math Adoption: Committee members have met and math adoption has been finalized.  A 
team of elementary and secondary teachers and instructional coaches met to create a 
rubric around shared beliefs about math instruction and learning.  We had a Book Caravan 
and the math team heard from several vendors who responded to our RFP weeks prior.  
After choosing the top two vendors, the broader teacher groups listened to presentations 
and everyone voted on the vendor of their choice.   

 Early College Implementation/Creation:  A team of high school leaders including teachers, 
counselors, school and district administrators will participate in training to bring this 
intensive accelerated program to our high school.   

 After School Learning Grant:  Our district is partnered with a community group for after 
school learning opportunities.  Our students will begin to participate in additional learning 
opportunities. 

 MTSS:  Our school’s multi-tiered systems of supports teams are preparing to begin to 
provide interventions and supports for our students. 

 Literacy:   As we focus on Literacy this school year, our K-5th grade teachers will be trained 
in providing the most up to date, research based strategies for teaching reading.  We have 
provided training for teachers around our new ELA curriculum and will utilize our district-
wide PD days and our instructional coaches to provide additional training and support. 

 STEM Certification: Beveridge Elementary and Glen Park Academy are participating in 
STEM Certification.  Our high school and also Bailly Academy are also working toward 
certification in October.  

 PSAT:  Our students in grades 8 through 11 will be eligible to take the PSAT in October. 

 Gary Digital Academy:  In response to family requests for virtual instruction, we have 
reprised our Gary Digital Academy.  Elementary students will receive instruction from 
certified teachers.  Students have school issued devices, math and reading materials and 
will follow a regular school schedule five days a week including music, art and gym lessons.  
We are excited to offer such a high quality educational experience to our students.   
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